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Discussion Item Amendment of Chapter 5, Ethics 

Background The Council enacted Chapter 5 in November 2003, and the City sent the new law to
the State Ethics Commission for approval as required by state law. The State Ethics
Commission will review the City's Ordinance on January 22, 2004.  The
Commission staff recommended that the City make two changes to the Ordinance
before the Commission reviews the Ordinance. 

Policy The General Counsel from the State Ethics Commission reviewed the City’s law in
advance of the Commission’s consideration of the law.  He suggested that the City
make two changes based on changes in the Maryland Code. 

The first is simply a change in a statutory reference based on a reorganization of the
State Code.  The second relates to gifts of tickets or free admission to sporting,
charitable, cultural, or political events.  The State Code prohibits all state employees
and officials from accepting gifts of tickets or admission to sporting events and
allows only elected officials to accept gifts of tickets or admission to other events. 

The model local ethics ordinance drafted by the State Ethics Commission continues
to include language authorizing elected officials and employees to accept gifts of
tickets and admission to sporting, political, and cultural events.  However, the Court
of Appeals recently considered a challenge to a local ethics ordinance provision that
mirrored the model ordinance and held that the local provision did not comply with
the requirement of the State Code that all local provisions be similar to the State
Ethics Law.  The Executive Director of the State Ethics Commission indicated that,
as a result of the Court's decision, the Commission is requiring greater similarity to
the State Code than the provisions set forth in the Commission’s model ordinance.  

The additions to the Chapter 5 are underlined.  The deletions are in strikeout.

Fiscal Impact

Attachments Proposed ordinance.

Recommendation Complete second reading and vote on ordinance.

Special
Consideration
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